

















Notice the highlighted verbs.

The verb tells us what Bijju did that evening. But the verb
tells us what was happening continually at same time in
the past (the birds were in the trees).

Now look at the sentences below. They tell us about something that
happened in the past. They also tell us about other things that
happened continually, at the same time in the past.

Put the verbs in the brackets into their proper forms. The first one is done
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(d) The of breaking glass woke me up.
(e) The of the raven disturbed the child’s sleep.
4. And sure enough, I received a cheque in the mail.

Complete each sentence below by using appropriate phrase from the ones

q given below.
sure enough colourful enough serious enough
. kind enough big enough fair enough
(5 brave enough foolish enough anxious enough
(i) Isaw thick black clouds in the sky. And it
soon started raining heavily.
¥ (i) The blue umbrella was for the brother and
sister.
@ (iii) The butterflies are to get noticed.
(iv) The lady was to chase the leopard.
(v) The boy was to call out to his sister.
{ (vi) The man was to offer help.
é (vi) The victim’s injury was for him to get
admitted in hospital.
(viii) That person was to repeat the same mistake
again.
(ix) He told me he was sorry and he would compensate for the loss.

I said, *
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1. Do you believe in superstitions? Why, or why not? Working with your
partner, write down three superstitious beliefs that you are familiar with.

2. How many different kinds of birds do you come across in the lesson? How
many varieties do you see in your neighbourhood? Are there any birds
that you used to see earlier in your neighbourhood but not now? In groups
discuss why you think this is happening.
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1. The monsoons are a time of great fun and even a few adventures: playing in '
the rain and getting wet, wading through knee-deep water on your way to
school, water flooding the house or the classroom, powercuts and so on.

Write a paragraph describing an incident that occurred during the rains which
you can never forget.

or
Write a poem of your own about the season of spring when trees are

in full bloom.

@

The Oak

The oak stands straight and tall,
but not in boots,
nor any shoes at all:
just in roots.

—Norma Farber

A Short Monsoon Diary 17
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@ Onthe Grasshopper and Cricket &

Unlike The Ant and the Cricket (page 21), which tells a story, this
is a nature poem. In it, the grasshopper and cricket do not appear
as characters in a story. Rather, they act as symbols, each
suggesting something else. Read the poem and notice how ‘the
poetry of earth’ keeps on through summer and winter in a never-
ending song. Who sings the song?

The poetry of earth is never dead:

When all the birds are faint with the hot sun,
And hide in cooling trees, a voice will run

From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead,
That is the grasshopper’s — he takes the lead

In summer luxury — he has never done

With his delights, for when tired out with fun

He rests at ease beneath some pleasant weed.

The poetry of earth is ceasing never:

On a lone winter evening when the frost

Has wrought a silence, from the stone there shrills
The crickets song, in warmth increasing ever,
And seems to one in drowsiness half lost;

The grasshopper’s among some grassy hills.

JoHN KEeATs

== sam glossary am

wrought: brought about
shrills: comes through loud and clear

2022-23



& working with the poem @0

1.

Discuss with your partner the following definition of a poem.

A poem is made of words arranged in a beautiful order. These words,
when read aloud with feeling, have a music and meaning of their own.

‘The poetry of earth’ is not made of words. What is it made of, as suggested
in the poem?
Find in the poem lines that match the following.
(i) The grasshopper’s happiness never comes to an end.
(i) The cricket’s song has a warmth that never decreases.
Which word in stanza 2 is opposite in meaning to ‘the frost’?

The poetry of earth continues round the year through a cycle of two seasons.
Mention each with its representative voice.

@

Same is different
The bandage was wound around the wound.

The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.

The insurance was invalid for the invalid.

They were too close to the door to close it.

There is no time like the present to present the present.

On the Grasshopper and Cricket 119
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